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BEYOND 
Exploring a New World: PosiTech 

A bright blue sky. Glittering streets. Smiling people. This is what I see as I 
walk around PosiTech, one of the countless solutions having been recently 
created to stop the human race from destroying itself. PosiTech was first 
created as a joint initiative between several world governments and Silicon 
Valley to combat one of the growing threats this world faces – advanced 
technology and our relationship with it. In only a few decades, the world of 
computing has changed drastically. Computers have gone from the size of 
rooms to a hand held device. We are able to gather and process large amounts 
of data almost instantly. Even in the past decade, we have seen our lives 
completely changed by emerging technology, and we have almost come reliant 
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on it, as we enter a world now facing a screen. 
Thus, the idea for PosiTech emerged. At first it 
started as a secret experiment, only talked about 
behind closed meeting doors with government 
officials, tech moguls, and investors. Then a 
selective process conducted globally was used to 
pick the first residents that would act as guinea 
pigs for this new world. However, as I write this 
article, PosiTech has just announced that they 
will be opening their doors to the globe, allowing 
others to also join the initiative to save our planet. 

Yet, despite the hype growing around the 
concept, many still don’t know how PosiTech 
operates. Is it a world completely without 
technology? How is it all regulated? Is it really an 
improvement? And what was wrong with how I 
was currently living? These questions among 
several others are what I hope to answer in this 
exclusive, as Beyond, your exotic travel 
magazine, uncovers the mysterious and 
promising PosiTech.  

During my stay at PosiTech, I have been set up in 
the largest hotel in the area – which fashions itself 
as a capsule hotel, creating minimal personal space and maximizing contact 
with others. As you’ll see, human interaction is emphasized here. I had a quick 
breakfast and met up with Josie Benner, one of the original residents of 

PosiTech and my tour guide for the duration of 
my visit.  

Josie and I started the tour walking around the 
city, so I could get my bearings. From the 
outside, PosiTech seems relatively normal. 
Shops, movie theaters, restaurants, and all your 
city staples were there. But, there was one thing 
missing.  

“As you can see as you’re walking around,” 
explained Josie, “things don’t seem that 

different from what you’d expect from a normal utopian society. We have all 
the modern skyscrapers and the newest fashion. However, if you look closer, 
the negative aspects of technology are all gone. People are interacting with one 
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another. People are working alongside technology instead of being dependent on it. People aren’t 
losing their jobs as we innovate. And that’s really PosiTech’s main goal. Progress without 
payoff.”  

From face value, Josie was completely right. Everyone seemed so happy here. They seemed to 
only use technology in ways that helped them and helped develop a connection with others.  

But I was skeptical. How could this all work? How could this society exist without corruption? 
Surely someone would want to create a mutant robot that could take over everything at some 
point.  

As I voiced these concerns to Josie, she smiled.  

“We’re coming up on the main government building. Maybe you can ask some of your questions 
there?”  

As we entered the MotherBoard, the name for PosiTech’s government building, plastered on the 
walls were the plans for the many designs for PosiTech.  

“One thing that many people don’t know about, is that the design of PosiTech went through 
many iterations. The setup of the government itself took forever. They didn’t know how to best 
divide the power to avoid corruption. Also, there was a great debate on how large a role 
technology should have at PosiTech. But I think as you’ll come to see, the government is setup in 
a way that helps mitigate these concerns,” Josie further explained.  

At the end of the hall was a circular room underneath a large rotunda, not unlike the U.S. Capitol 
Building. After a brief chat with the receptionist, Josie and I were whisked off to a side room to 
wait for one of the main government officials. Unbeknownst to me, my visit had turned many 
heads, including that of one of the officials who I was able to meet and get an exclusive 
interview with.  

“PosiTech was founded with a constitutional oligarchy in mind,” Tiffany Jeng, one of the 
founders and officials of PosiTech explains. “All of the members of the oligarchy have an area of 
expertise that they bring to the table and their own view of technology’s role in society. We have 
experts in robotics, artificial intelligence, economics, and ethics. We’re trying to solve a 
multidisciplinary issue, so we try to represent all aspects of it in this government. By having an 
oligarchical body, we also avoid corruption by one member of the group. Other bodies like the 
United Nations keep the entire government in check, and we love receiving input from other 
governments.”  

But do the people have a say in what the government does?  

New Future Spotlight �3



Your Exotic and Exclusive Travel Magazine March 26, 2019

“They do. We have multiple town halls to get feedback from our residents. We are always trying 
to reach out to see what we can improve on. We don’t have a voting process here in PosiTech, 
mainly because we want to ensure that only the best experts make the most important decisions. 
Instead, the existing members choose new ones based on very strict criteria with the original 
members of the oligarchy being the founders. However, we are looking into ways to better 
integrate the community into the government, mainly through our education program.”  

Tiffany then led us out of the room and back into the circular room. Tiffany gestures to the 
writing on the marble floor, a detail I had missed on the walk in.  

“Here, we have some of the laws of PosiTech inscribed. Much of it follows the basics of the U.S. 
Constitution, specifically the judicial system and the Bill of Rights. The extra rules put in place 
which are those inscribed here, are the ones that differentiate PosiTech from other places – the 
rules about technology in our society. Essentially we only allow technological inventions that we 
believe have a large benefit for society. Therefore, you’ll see advanced technology like robotics 
and artificial intelligence, however we have limited them in a manner where only their benefits 
are harnessed.”  

When Tiffany described how PosiTech worked, it seemed quite simple. If only the beneficial 
aspects of technology were kept, wouldn’t this world be perfect? However, this seemed like a 
simplification of a much larger problem. To truly understand how this all fit together, I realized I 
had to go out and further explore PosiTech to see how it all worked.  

After thanking Tiffany for spending her time talking to us, Josie and I exited the building and 
were once again greeted by the pleasant atmosphere of PosiTech. Our next stop on our trip was 
the local school, serving grades K-12, which instilled the values of this new future into the minds 
of the younger residents who might one day grow up to have jobs like Tiffany.  

While on the outside the school seemed relatively similar to urban schools around the globe, 
inside was an entirely different story. Instead of harsh cement walls and lockers lining the walls, 
beautiful murals and bookshelves stuffed to the brim with every book imaginable were in their 
place. As we walked by the classrooms, one thing was consistent with what I saw. While each 
classroom had different students learning different things, all of them were talking to one another 
and the teacher – no screens were in site.  

As I later learned from asking Josie, the MotherBoard limits the amount of screen time that 
residents have. Therefore, technology is only used for educational benefit in the classrooms with 
debate and discussion being preferred. After school, students have limited access to television, 
computers, and smart devices. Instead they are encouraged to spend their time interacting with 
their peers through the various extracurricular activities the school has to offer as well as the 
numerous community events held daily.  
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As we met up with the principal, my main question was answered. What makes PosiTech’s 
education different?  

“Here, we try to prepare our students for a future at PosiTech and help them understand why 
we’ve eliminated the global threat of technology. Students learn about the importance of 
technology and how it can be harnessed to help humans. However, they also learn about the 
pitfalls of being too dependent on technology and how it could end the human race as we know 
it. Many think that we don’t encourage our students to enter the technology sector. This is false. 
We want our students to innovate and create the newest technological advancements, but we 
want them to be aware that their decisions have repercussions that they should take into account. 
Overall, we give our students the tools to be successful whether they decide to stay in PosiTech 
or not. The main goal of our education system is to simple educate our students about making 
ethical, well thought out decisions about technology.”  

And PosiTech does this extremely well based on the classes that they offer. History of 
Technology, Ethical Ramifications of Technology, and the Environmental Impact of Electronic 
Waste, are all classes taught at the school to encourage students to think beyond the screen and 
into the reality of the future.  

Our next stop was a small café to pick up some lunch. For a world so advanced, it seemed odd to 
see baristas and people at cashiers instead of robots and automated coffee machines running the 
place. From what I could tell from walking around PosiTech already was that jobs you would 
think would be completely automated were not or still had human input.  

When I voiced these observations to Josie, she responded, “Yes, you would think that with a city 
partially founded by technology experts you’d see robots doing all the work. However, the city 
did not want to see human jobs being lost to machines. Therefore, they adopted a “humans-first” 
mentality when deciding how much of the economy they wanted in the hands of machines. 
While some of the more unpleasant jobs are handled by machines, jobs which benefit from 
human interaction, such as baristas, teachers, and surgeons, are largely still human powered. In 
this way, PosiTech has a very low unemployment rate as we do not see many jobs lost to the 
hands of technology.”  

PosiTech as a world was starting to make more sense now. Humans were simply trying to coexist 
with technology in a way that everyone benefitted. What was wrong with that?  

Next, Josie took me to her home where I was able to see some of the things I had discovered 
earlier. Josie’s television was small compared to the massive wall to wall flat screens I was 
accustomed to back home and displayed on the screen was the amount of screen time that Josie 
had left for the day. Plastered across Josie’s walls were posters of all the activities around the city 
she had attended, from music festivals, to poetry slams, to book signings.  
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Suddenly from the corner of my eye, I saw a small robot staring at me with glowing eyes and a 
bright smile.  

“Oh Josie! It looks like you’ve made a new friend,” it exclaimed. “Let me quickly log your 
relationship status with Asha and then I can show you what cool things you guys can do 
together!”  

The robot’s screen on its body suddenly lit up, displaying graphs of the lengths of conversation 
that Josie and I had had, the most common topics we discussed, and countless other statistics that 
made my head spin.  

As Josie walked back into the room she exclaimed, “Oh it seems like you’ve met my BuddyBot! 
Every resident has one of these.”  

BuddyBots, as I soon learned, are the main draw to PosiTech. The BuddyBot’s purpose is not to 
be the user’s friend; instead, it encourages the user to interact with others by providing positive 
encouragement, serving as a way to track relationships status over time, and informing the user 
of any community events in the area. The user is even able to receive awards based on the 
amount of social activity they complete. For example, experiences such as “Going to your first 
concert” and “Picking up a new hobby with a friend” are all achievements that can be unlocked. 
The BuddyBot can travel with or without the user based on their preference. If need be, it can act 
as the ultimate “wingbot” as it pushes you to meet new people and step outside your comfort 
zone.  

Thus, the BuddyBot is truly a representation of how PosiTech views its relationship with 
technology. In this case, technology is only being used to strengthen interpersonal relationships 
by promoting human interaction. The negative aspects of personal robots such as a decreased 
number of quality friendships is avoided and instead turned into something positive.  

In general, as I saw throughout my visit, PosiTech really does value humans and their 
relationships. From the way the classrooms are set up, to the general atmosphere of the city, 
everyone seems to interact with one another without the extreme use of technology to do so.  

After spending a little more time with Josie and thanking her for showing me around PosiTech 
and answering my countless questions, I now find myself back at my hotel, sitting out in the 
garden reflecting on everything I had just experienced. PosiTech as a whole has completely 
changed my mind about what I thought about the future and how technology plays a role in both 
saving and destroying the human race.  

PosiTech as a whole improves our relationship with technology. Many people still don’t 
acknowledge that in many ways devices such as our phones and laptops have taken over our 
lives, and we have lost precious moments in our lives due to eyes being glued to a screen, 
playing the newest video game or engrossed in the latest reality television show. During my time 
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here, I have come to realize that I really don’t need these things. I haven’t used my phone to 
check my Twitter feed once, as I was so busy interacting with others as I wandered the streets. I 
didn’t feel the need to use any of my personal assistants on hand, from Alexa to Siri as people 
around me were so friendly and willing to answer all of my questions. I had never seen that 
many physical books in my life! You would think the quality of life here is less, but even as I was 
talking to those who still remembered the technology from back home, they hardly seemed to 
miss it. PosiTech clearly has so much to offer that I know realize in way it makes technology 
almost obsolete.  

Thus, I leave you, the reader with a choice. PosiTech is now opening its doors for more residents 
to experience this new way of living in hopes to save the world as we know it. Will you take the 
plunge and decide to come here and see it for yourself? Or will you strive to implement the 
changes that PosiTech has made? Clearly, there are mass benefits for this way of life. However, it 
is up to you to decide whether you want to change your life as you know it and potentially save 
the world or simply enjoy the life you currently have and hope the world is able to not succumb 
to a technological takeover.  
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