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INTRODUCTION

Mr. President—and the rest of the United Nations—I thank you for inviting me to the 

podium today to speak on a very tough issue at hand. I take this opportunity with great honor as I 

convey to the General Assembly my thoughts and recommendations. In this talk, I would like to 

describe the issue at hand, then elaborate on what makes it difficult to address, and conclude it 

with what makes our solution the most viable means of addressing the issue. 

THE THREAT

The threat at hand is that the present state of medical advancements will create 

increasingly-formidable challenges for us to overcome in the future. Medicinal improvements are 

paving way for a potent threat to humanity—drug-resistant pathogens. Especially within 

hospitals and care centers, the use of drugs to treat disease has led to the development of resistant 

strains. This phenomenon has been observed with penicillin and its modern counterpart drugs, 

and will continue to occur for years on end. 



Why is this threat so difficult to address? Well, it is an issue that involves ethics as much 

as it deals with technological advancement and capitalism. As the pharmaceutical industry has 

taken off in recent years—with a market value approaching $1 trillion USD—one might ask how 

feasible it is to regulate this industry. A government could attempt to limit research and 

development (R&D) towards developing new drugs, though this brings up the question—should 

we slow the development of drugs to treat current illnesses in the hopes of alleviating larger 

challenges in the future? This question incites debate as it impacts the present well-being of the 

population. 

SOLUTION

Leaving this question for governments to address could result in social upheaval. A more 

viable solution is to transport humanity into contained environments where pathogens can easily 

be isolated from the rest of the population. An effective way to do this is through constructing a 

network of interconnected bio-domes, each featuring its own characteristic ecology. 

We have created a conceptual design of this world and have named it Sanus, which 

means healthy in Greek. Each dome is constructed from large glass panels. The dome’s 

dimensions are convenient, spanning 5000 feet high and 20,000 feet in diameter; this allows for a 

roughly 11 square-mile area onto which structures and facilities can be erected. One of the busier 

domes within this network will be urban in nature, featuring skyscrapers designed similarly to 

those found in modern-day megacities. The buildings will include medical centers, fire stations, 

research laboratories, and office spaces, along with other accommodations provided by a typical 

city. A conceptual mockup of an individual dome is shown below. 



The bio-domes are connected by glass tunnelways that also act as high-speed railways. 

Because of the limited space in these domes, no personal vehicles will be used; electric trains 

and buses will serve as the primary means of public transportation. The nature of this design 

makes it so that residents will likely identify with their specific biodome. To counteract this and 

promote a greater sense of unity among dome residents, we look to make travel throughout this 

network convenient. 

It is crucial that efforts are made to reduce emissions from manufacturing processes and 

transportation. After all, these pollutants would contaminate the bio-domes themselves if they 

were released internally. Thus, we will ensure that all transportation is powered electrically. 

Energy for the bio-domes will be provided by renewable sources—these include wind and solar 

farms, geothermal plants, and hydroelectric plants. These sources will be placed outside the 

domes to save space. Food will be provided by replenishable farms within the domes that will 



grow common-day staples. These crops will be genetically modified to grow more rapidly and 

will be contained within aeroponic setups to minimize water and nutrient usage. 

Great focus will be placed on the process of providing clean water to the domes as the 

introduction of microbes into water sources can easily contaminate enclosed environments. A 

reverse osmosis system that utilizes membrane technology will be incorporated to remove all 

traces of pollutants and microbes. In the dome, all water is reused and kept in a constant cycle, so 

no water is lost to the external environment. As such, great attention must be focused on the 

purification system to maintain dome operations. Ultimately, it is impossible to entirely remove 

traces of contaminants from these domes. In the case of an isolated dome contamination, the 

tunnelways connecting the domes will use their automatic shutting valves, creating air-tight seals 

in an emergency. This mechanism allows for the entire dome network to operate given an 

isolated failure. 

The government within these domes will resemble that of a representative democracy. 

Each bio-dome’s constituency will elect an individual that introduces and votes on bills at the 

capital biodome. A minister elected by a popular vote will serve to guide policy for the 

interconnected system of domes. Like modern governments, a system of checks and balances 

and impeachment processes will be in place to avoid the possibility of the government gaining 

excessive control. Additionally, the government found within this system would not be 

responsible for regulating pharmaceutical companies. In this sense, Sanus attempts to resemble 

the neoliberal democracies that we have become familiar with. 

Perhaps the trickiest aspect to consider is medicinal technology. Sanus will not be 

necessarily focused on advancing medicine to treat illnesses; after all, in practice, there should be 

no disease within these contained environments. Instead, advancements would be focused on 



enhancing biota—particularly of edible vegetation and fruits—by altering their genetic makeup. 

This process in the current day often involves work with bacteria and viruses, so such facilities 

would specialize in making this process less hazardous. Within these bio-domes, great focus will 

be placed on education, especially towards technology. This focus on technology and 

engineering is meant to promote innovation in spite of limited resources within the dome. 

To bring residents into these societies, we have created brochures and a marketing 

campaign. The brochures for our future environment are displayed below:

Ultimately, Sanus will provide offerings very similar to what can be found in the present 

day. Most domes will incorporate an urban landscape due to the scarcity of land, though they 

will feature numerous parks and greenspace. Other domes will incorporate a variety of suburban 

residential areas and recreational parks. 

At the start, this world is meant to house only a limited number of residents. Nonetheless, 

the key characteristic to this system is that it is meant to be self-expanding. As more residents 

take up individual biodomes, more can be built in suitable locations and linked to the 



interconnected system. We believe that this would be the only feasible way for humanity to 

survive given the current state of medicinal drug development. Without such a system 

implemented, contaminants responsible for more serious diseases of the present day may develop 

drug resistivity. These microbes will subsequently face little trouble in spreading havoc amongst 

the human population. 

Other proposed solutions to this threat have included the idea of developing space 

settlements. This idea would be infeasible as it rids us of our capability to use Earth’s existing 

resources. Sanus would allow us to control our environment while still residing in a setting we 

are comfortable with. Sanus ultimately gives us control over the natural processes that exist 

within our environment, allowing us to avoid battling illness and disease in its entirety. 


