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Email mckenna.rose@lmc.gatech.edu 
Skype Address mckenna.rose2 
Course Site http://futures.mckennarose.org 
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Course Description 
Sustainability initiatives, from green development to alternative energy projects, aim to fulfill the needs of the 
present without sacrificing the well-being of the future. In collaboration with Serve-Learn-Sustain, this class 
investigates the history and meaning of the of the future through literature and popular media. In order to better 
understand what lies ahead, this course invites students to investigate the history of the future as an idea 
popularized in the Early Modern period. Since Early Modern authors draw resources from their inherited pasts to 
predict novel futures, students will analyze selections from Early Modern texts such as Thomas Moore’s Utopia, 
William Shakespeare’s The Tempest, and Margaret Cavendish’s The Blazing World. To uncover ways in which our 
present is partially determined by the future that these authors imagined hundreds of years ago, futures that have 
begun to wear out, students will also examine popular media such as Black Mirror, Blade Runner, and Fallout as well as 
contemporary environmental theory. Using a WOVEN approach to communication, which considers the 
interrelationship between Written, Oral, Visual, and Nonverbal modes, this course invites students to articulate their 
own ideas about the future through podcasts, videos, and literary analysis essays. In this class students will draw 
resources from their inherited pasts to invent new worlds to come. 
 
Course Texts  
Cavendish, Margaret. The Blazing World and Other Writings. Ed. Kate Lilley. Penguin Publishing Group, 1994.  
Davies, Jeremy. "Sustainable Nostalgia." Memory Studies 3.3 (2010): 262-268. 
Fritsch, Matthias. “Democracy, Climate Change, and Environmental Justice.” Mosaic 48.3 (2015): 27-45.  
Lepore, Jill. A Golden Age of Dystopian Fiction. The New Yorker, 17 June 2017. https://bit.ly/2D41Snv 
More, Thomas. Utopia. Ed. George M. Logan. Trans. Robert M. Adams. WW Norton & Co., 2010. 
Nixon, Rob. “Scenes from the Seabed.” Slow Violence and the Environmentalism of the Poor. Harvard UP, 2011.  
Shakespeare, William. The Tempest. Norton Critical Edition. Eds. Peter Hulme. WW Norton & Co., 2003.  
Sheldon, Rebekah. “Future.” The Child to Come. University of Minnesota Press, 2016. 23-53.  
 
 
 



Course Goals  
Goals/Concepts Description 
Rhetoric Create purposeful, audience directed artifacts that present well-organized, well-supported, 

well-designed arguments using appropriate conventions of written, oral, visual, and/or 
nonverbal communication  

Process Use recursive strategies, including planning, drafting, critiquing, revising, 
publishing/presenting, and reflecting confidently 

Multimodality Develop competence in major communication modalities (WOVEN) and understand that 
modalities work synergistically.  

Collaboration Be productive in communities of practice—for example, as readers and critics, as team 
members and leaders—balancing their individual and collaborative responsibilities.  

Sustainability  Identify relationships among ecological, social, and economic systems. 
 
Assignments 
Assignment Sequence 
 

Value  Description 

First Week Video 5% Introductory video project to be completed during the first week of class 
and common to all ENGL 1101/2 courses. The five-minute videos will 
be in response to the assign prompts, recorded in the tool of your choice, 
and uploaded to Canvas. 

Blog Posts 10% Series of multimedia posts written in response to assigned prompts and 
published to the course site.  

Video Essay 20% 3-5-minute audio analysis of the “future” according to one or more of our 
theoretical readings (Edelman, Morton, or Sheldon). Composed in pairs 
and uploaded to Canvas as an .mp3 to with an explanatory essay and 
works cited.  

New Futures Project 20% This project is in two parts, in the first you provide a written narrative of 
a future world of your own invention, and in the second part, you design 
and build a three-dimensional model of a technology or technological 
object that helps the future you envision survive/thrive. Class selected 
objects and narratives to be displayed in Clough Atrium.  

Podcast  20%  Completed separately or in groups, in this project you will create a 
podcast to represent ways development at either Procter Creek or Beltline 
anticipate Atlanta's future by redressing present problems. Each podcast 
to include at least one interview.  

Final Portfolio 15% Final, multimodal, showcase portfolio required of all 1101/2 students in 
lieu of a final exam. Composed in Canvas, portfolio to include a 1200-
1800-word reflective essay, the First Week Video, and three other 
multimodal artifacts 

Participation 10% Each of you will be assigned a panel presentation on one of the three 
main artifacts. You will also be responsible, in pairs, to take note during a 
class and lead class discussion the successive date. You are also required 
to attend at least one event extra-class event. Your participation grade 
may also be penalized if you have not done the reading or fail to regularly 
participate in class discussions and activities 

 
 
 



Evaluation Rubric 

 
 
Common Policies 
You must familiarize yourself with Georgia Tech’s Common Policies about evaluation rubrics (grading), course 
completion, attendance requirements, participation in class, non-discrimination, the Communication Center, 
accommodations, academic misconduct, syllabus modifications, and learning outcomes. You will be responsible for 
these policies, and when you sign the Statement of Understanding, you affirm you are familiar with these policies.  
 
Attendance 
The Writing and Communication Program has a Program-wide attendance policy, which allows a specified number 
of absences without penalty, regardless of reason. Students may miss a total of 2 short summer session classes. 
Unless exempted for participation in GA Tech athletics, religious observance, personal/familial crisis, 
hospitalization, or excused by the Dean of Students, each additional absence beyond the allotted number deducts 
one-third from the student’s final grade. Missing more than 2 classes in a summer session may result in automatic 
failure. Arriving to class more than 10 minutes late may constitute a tardy and three tardy constitutes an absence. 
Sleeping through any portion of a class period may constitute an absence.  
 
Participation 
Active participation and engagement in class activities, discussion, and events is required and counts as part of your 
total grade. You may be penalized if you have not done the reading or fail to regularly participate in class discussions 
and onsite activities. 
 
Late or Missing Assignments 
The Writing and Communication Program has a Program-wide attendance policy, which allows a specified number 
of absences without penalty, regardless of reason. Students may miss a total of 3 T/R classes and 4 M/W/F classes 



without penalty. Unless exempted for participation in GA Tech athletics, religious observance, personal/familial 
crisis, hospitalization, or excused by the Dean of Students, each additional absence beyond the allotted number 
deducts one-third from the student’s final grade. Missing 6 classes in a T/Th course or 8 classes for a M/W/F 
course may result in failure of the class, as determined by the instructor of the course in consultation with the 
Director and Associate Director of the Writing and Communication Program. Arriving to class more than 10 
minutes late constitutes a tardy and three tardy constitutes an absence. Sleeping through any portion of a class 
period may constitute an absence. 
 
Course Completion 
In all sections of ENGL 1101/2, not completing any component of the course, including projects, assignments, or 
workshops, may result in failure of the course, as determined by the instructor in consultation with the Director and 
Associate Director of the Writing and Communication Program.  
 
Revision 
While revision is built into all major assignments, during the semester you will have the opportunity to revise one 
major assignment that earns a B- or below. If you wish to revise a graded assignment, meet with me during office 
hours or by appointment to discuss steps and due dates. The revised assignment will receive an entirely new grade 
(not an average of the old and new grade).  
 
Academic Integrity 
Cheating and plagiarism are serious violations of the Georgia Tech Academic Honor Code. Plagiarism is 
intentionally passing off sentences, paragraphs, or entire papers written by someone else as your own original work 
or submitting whole or partial projects produced for other classes. When you intentionally use language, ideas, 
images, or other material or code without fully acknowledging its source/authorship in citation, you will receive and 
F for engaging in academic dishonesty and be referred to the Office of Student Integrity, as required by Georgia 
Tech policy.  
 
Accommodations 
Please note that this class requires some walking outdoors. Georgia Tech supports students through Access 
Disabled Assistance Program for Tech Students (ADAPTS). Any student who may require accommodation for a 
documented disability should inform me during the first week of class or when you become aware of your disability. 
Students who anticipate difficulties with the content or format of the course due to a documented disability should 
arrange a meeting with me at the beginning of the semester, so we can create a workable plan for your success in the 
course. ADAPTS serves any Georgia Tech student who has a documented, qualified disability. Official 
documentation of the disability is required to determine the eligibility for accommodation or adaptations that may 
be helpful for this course.  
 
Communications Center 
Please consider taking one or more projects, at any stage of the writing process, to the Georgia Tech 
Communications Center. The Center is an excellent resource for all students working on white papers, oral 
presentations, storyboards, videos, poster designs, podcasts, or professional materials. Make your appointment 
online to meet with a tutor in Clough Commons, Suite 447.  
 
Non-Discrimination 
The Ivan Allen College of Liberal Arts supports the Georgia Institute of Technology’s commitment to creating a 
campus free of discrimination on the basis of race, color, religion, sex, national origin, age, disability, sexual 
orientation, gender identity, or veteran status. We further affirm the importance of cultivating an intellectual climate 
that allows us to better understand the similarities and differences of those who constitute the Georgia Tech 
community, as well as the necessity of working against inequalities that may also manifest here as they do in 
the broader society. 
 
 



Calendar 
Please note: All assignments listed on the dates they are due and calendar is subject to change.  
 
Week Date In-Class Activities Assignments Due  

Unit 0: Common Assignment  
1 T, Jan 8 Introduction to one another, course 

themes, policies, and assignments.  
 

 

R, Jan 10 First Week Video Assignment Video 
W/S 

iMovie Basics 
 
First Week Video Script or Draft 
 
Lepore, “A Golden Age of Dystopian Fiction” 
 

Unit One: What is the Future? 
2 T, Jan 15 First Week Video Reflection 

 
Discussion: The emotional appeal of 
the future 
 

First Week Video Due: submit a YouTube link 
to the essay to Canvas by 11:59PM   
 
Davies, “Sustainable Nostalgia,” (262-268) 
 

R, Jan 17 Skills: Close Reading/Argument 
 
Discussion: “Slow Violence” 

Signed Student Instructor Form  
 
Nixon, “Scenes from the Seabed” (263-273) 
 

3 T, Jan 22 Class Cancelled 
 

Blog Post: Textual Analysis Due to your 
section feed by 6:00 AM  
 

R, Jan 24 Skills: Story Boarding 
 
Discussion: “the tyranny of the 
contemporary 
 

Fritsch, “Democracy, Climate Change, and 
Environmental Justice” (27-45) 
 

4 T, Jan 29 Class Cancelled 
 

Be prepared to discuss the text you chose to 
analyze for your Video Essay project 
 
Blog Post: Scene Analysis Due to your 
section feed by 6:00 AM  
 

 R, Jan 31 Skills: Scene Analysis & Transitions 
 
Discussion: Save the Child save the 
Future? Refuse the child save the 
future? 
 
Portfolio Workshop 2 

Sheldon, “Future” (23-53) 
 
 
 
Panel 1: come prepared to present on your 
Video Essays and lead small group peer 
response workshop 
 

Unit Two: Futures Past 
5 T, Feb 5 Video Essay Workshop 1 Panel 1: come prepared to present on your 

Video Essays and lead small group peer 
response workshop 
 
 



R, Feb 7 Tech Invention Studio Tour 
 
Meet at the Invention Studio 
 

N.K. Jemisin’s master class in world building | 
The Ezra Klein Show 
 
 

6 T, Feb 12 Skills: Dialogue 
 
Discussion: Possible 
 

More, Utopia, Book 1  
 
Video Essay Due: Submit a YouTube link to 
the essay to Canvas by 11:59 PM 

R, Feb 14 Skills: Organization 
 
Discussion: Non-standard 
Reproduction 
 
Class Leads 
 

More, Utopia, Book 2 
 

7 T, Feb 19 Skills: War of the World Building 
 
Guest Speaker, Karen Viars 
 
Discussion: How/why did More con 
his audience?  
 

Thomas More’s Letters 
 
 

R, Feb 21 Skills: Characterization 
 
Discussion: How does the past 
interrupt the present?  
 
Class Leads 
 

Shakespeare, The Tempest, Act 1 
 
Blog Post: Advertisement for your future 
world 
 

8 T, Feb 26 Skills: The Official Story 
 
Discussion: Resource Use 
 
Class Leads 
 

Shakespeare, The Tempest, Acts 2-3 
 
Blog Post: Advertisement for your future 
world by 11:59 to your course feed 

 R, Feb 28 Skills: The Other Gesture 
 
Discussion: Future home?  
 

Shakespeare, The Tempest, Acts 4-5 
 
 

9 T, March 5 Skills: TBA 
 
Discussion: TBA 
 
Class Leads 
 

Cavendish, The Blazing World, (6-33) 
 
Blog Post: Blue print for your future world’s 
technology 
 

R, March 7 Skills: TBA 
 
Discussion: TBA 
 
Class Leads 
 
 

Cavendish, The Blazing World, (37-74) 



Unit Three: Futures Present 
10 T, March 12 New Futures Project Presentation 

 
New Futures Project Workshop 

Panel 2: come prepared to present on your New  
 
Futures Project and lead small group peer 
response workshop 
 

R, March 14 New Futures Project Reflection 
Portfolio Workshop 3 
 
Charlie Bennett, Guest Speaker 
How to Podcast 
 

New Futures Project Due both in class and 
uploaded to Canvas 
 
 

11 T, March 19 Spring Break 
 

 

R, March 21 Spring Break 
 

 

12 T, March 26 Campus Sustainability Tour 
Meet in our classrooms 

Student Sustainable Living Guide 
 
Modeling Challenge 
 
New Futures Project Due both in class and 
uploaded to Canvas 
 

R, March 21 Beltline Guest Speaker  Doig, “The Bold Urban Future Starts Now” 
 
Immergluck, “Sustainable for Whom? Large-
Scale Urban Development Projects and 
‘Environmental Gentrification’” 
 

13 T, April 2 Beltline Visit (TBA) 
 
Class Leads 

Gravel, “Our Beltline”  
 
“The Atlanta Beltline: A Train Off Its Tracks”  
 

R, April 4 Procter Creek Guest Speaker 
 
Class Leads 

Samuel, “The Trouble with Atlanta’s Proctor 
Creek” & “How Proctor Creek Health Problems 
Affect Those Living Nearby” 
 
Blog Post: Sonic ID 
 

14 T, April 9 Procter Creek Visit (TBA) 
 
Class Leads 

EPA, “Urban Waters and the Proctor Creek 
Watershed/ATL”  
 
Klepal, “Atlanta Council Committee Wants 
Reports on Sewage Spills”  
 

R, April 11 TBA Group Blog Post: Podcast Pitch and Script 
Draft 
 

15 T, April 16 Podcast Presentation 
 
Podcast Presentation 

Panel 3: come prepared to present on your 
Podcast Project and lead small group peer 
response workshop 
 



R, April 18 Class Held Remotely  
 
Podcast Project Reflection 
 
Portfolio Workshop 4 
 

Podcast Project Due Uploaded to Canvas by 
11:59 PM 
 

16 T, April 23 Portfolio Workshop 5 Bring Reflective Intro. Essay Draft  
 

M, April 29 Finals: ENGL.F3 (9:30-10:45) 
 

Final Portfolio Due by 11:59 PM 

17 R, May 2 Finals: ENGL.HP2 (12:00-1:15) 
 

Final Portfolio Due by 11:59 PM 

R, May 2 Finals: ENGL.D2 (1:30-2:45) 
 

Final Portfolio Due by 11:59 PM 

 
 


